
Background

Research shows there is no one cause of 

schizophrenia. However, several factors play 

a role. More research is important because 

schizophrenia can manifest differently for 

each person.

Methods

We used Google and Google Scholar to search 

my research question. We also searched for 

“dopamine and schizophrenia” because we 

were interested in the role of dopamine in 

schizophrenia. This resulted in 5 sources, 
including websites by the National Institute of 

Mental Health (NIMH) and the National 

Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI). 
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• My Favorite TSAP Moment: It was when

we were paired up and did icebreaker
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outside the box sometimes, you might

be surprised at what you discover.
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Fig. 1 Left: Differing trajectories of brain and behavioral development as a function of exposure to risk and protective factors. The cumulative
effect is illustrated by the progressive strengthening (darker lines) of the trajectories over time.
Right, Top: Comparison of different developmental courses of selective frontal and subcortical structures relevant to addiction. Right, Bottom:
Distributions of median ages of the incidence of onest of psychiatric disorders occurring from pre-adolescence to emerging adulthood.
Left: Figure and caption reprinted with permission from Walker, S. P., Wachs, T. D., Grantham-McGregor, S., Black, M. M., Nelson, C. A.,
Huffman, S. L., et al. (2011). Inequality in early childhood: Risk and protective factors for early child development. The Lancet, 378(9799),
1325–1338. doi: 10.1016/S0140-6736(11)60555-2. Right: Reprinted with permission fromMeyer, H. C., & Lee, F. S. (2019). Translating developmental
neuroscience to understand risk for psychiatric disorders. American Journal of Psychiatry, 176(3), 179–185. doi:10.1176/appi.ajp.2019.19010091.
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Figure 1. Median Age of Onset of Psychiatric Disorders Across Development

Figure 2. Comparison of Adolescent 
Patients With vs. Without Schizophrenia
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Figure 3. Factors Contributing to Schizophrenia
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